26 MAR 1957

GATT/AIR/109
SUBJECT: BUROP:2AN CUSTOMS UNION - MEATING OF

INTERSESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON 24 APRIL

1., .SINCE THE DESPATCH OF GATT/AIR/106 CF 20 FEERUARY, THE SIGNATURE
-QF THE COMMON MARKET TREATY HAS EZEN FURTHER POSTPONED AND ACCORDINGLY
THE BASIS FOR R&COMM:NDING THs CCNVENING OF A SPECIAL SESSION ON

23 AXRIL NO LONGER EXISTS. I HAVE RECENTLY CONDUCTED AN EXTENSIVE
SERI&S OF CONSULTATIONS WITH THE CONTRACTING PARTISS WHICH REVEAIS

THAT THERE IS AT  PRESHNT N0 GiNRERAL AGREEMENT ON TiHE FROCEDURES TO BE
FOLLOWED IN DEALING WITY THIS MATTER. HAVILG CAREFULLY CONSIDERED

THE QUESTION IN THS LIGHT OF THE VIZWS AXPRESSID BY THE CONTRACTING
PARTIES, THE CHAIRIsN AND I HAVE DECIDED THAT THI ZEST COURSE TO
FPOLLOW IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD BE TO CONVENE THE INTERSESSIONAL
COMMITTEE TC MEET IN GiNEVA AT 10.30 A.M. ON 24 AFRIL. AT THIS
MEETING THE INTERSESSIONAL COMMITIEE WOULD CONSIDER THE PROCEDURES TO
BE FOLLOWiD FPOR TH& CONSIDIERATICN OF THE COMMON MARKET TREATY BY THE
CONTRaCTING PARTIES. IT H.S BEEN INDICATED BY A NUMEZR OF CONTRACTING
PaRTIES THAT IF SUCH A MESTING IS TO BE HELD, THEY WOULD WISH THAT IT
SHOULD ALSO BE THE OCC.,SION FOR i FRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF SOME OF THE
MORE IMPORTANT I3SUSS WHICH 4ARE LIKSLY TO »~RISE IN THE SUBSEQUENT DIS-
CUSSICKS BY THE CONTRACILING PALRTIES IN PLENARY SESSION, AND THAT THEY
WOULD HOFE THaT THSE REPRISANTALTION T THE INTERSESSION:I COMMITTEE
MEETING WOULD BE AT i LiVEL +PFROPRLLTE TO THIS PURPOSE.

2. ONE OF THZ .DViNT.¥iS OF THE PROCEDURE SUGGESTED ..BOVE IS THAT BY
24 APRIL CONTRACTING PaRTIES SHOULD HiVE HAD THE TREATY IN THEIR HANDS
FOR SONME LITTLE TIME. COPIZS OF THE TREATY Cs«N BE OBTAINED BY CON-
TRi.CTING P~RTIES ON ..PPLIC.TIONTO: CONFERENCE INTERGOUVERNEMENTALE POUR
LZ M:RCHE COMMUN AT L'EUR.TOM, CH.TELU DE VAL DUCHESSE, 259 BOULEVARD
DU SOUVERAIN, BRUSSEIS. IT IS EXPECTED TH.T COPIZS (IN FRENCH) WILL
BE ..ViIL.BLE ON 29 M.RCH ..ND COFIZS OF THE ENGLISH TR.NSL.TION ON .

5 APRIL.
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3. I HCPE TH.T THIS REVISLD SUGGESTICN WILL Bi GENERAILY /CCEFTABLE
TO CONTRACTING E-RTIES, BUT I "OULD POINT OUT TH.T IN THE EVENT TH.LT
+&NY CONTR:ACTING P.RTY 15 1HOT X.TISFIED IT WOULD BE OPEN TO IT TO
REQU=ST iN EMIRGENCY NMELTING OF THE INTZRSESSIONAL COI"IM'.['I'I‘EE WHICH
COULD T.XE PL.CE UPCN TEN D.YS' NOTICE.

4, 1IN VIEW OF THE L-FCRTLNCE OF THIS QJ'FSTION, I WOULD REMIND CON-
TR:.CTING PaRTIZS TH.T THOSK WHICH »RE NOT MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
«RE ENTITLED TO BE REFRISENTED LHND, UPON REQUEST, TO BE CO-OPTED.

. 5.. I WOULD SUGGEST TH.T THE COMMITTEE SHOULD T4kl THE OCCRSION OF
» MEETING IN LPRIL TO DBELL ..1SO WITH .. FEW OTHER QUESTIONS, nS
FOLIWS'

(1)  THE INTSMSIFICLTION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS BY THE GOVERNMENT
OF FINL.ND (GaTT/:JIR/102). :

(2) PROCEDUR:ES TO BE .DOPTED IN THE LIGHT OF THE EXPIRY ON

' 31 DECEMBER 1957 OF THZ DECILR.TION OF 10 MLRCH 1955 ON THE
CONTINUZD »PPLIC4TION OF SCHEDULES. (.. NOTE WILL BE ISSUED
IN THE NE.R FUTURE.)

(3) FL.NS FOR BUILDING LN ZXTENSION TO L& BOC.GE.
(4) REPORT ON FL.NS OR PROSFECTS FOR:

' (a) .RTICLE XII:4(b) CONSULT.TIONS IN JUNE iND OCTOEER
(b) NEGOTL.TICNS ON THE N&W BR.ZILL.N TiRIFF
{¢) TRIFF NEGOTL.TIONS WITH SWITZERL.ND
a o {5)  »RRANGEMENTS FOR .. MEETING IN JUNE TO DE.L WITH OTHER
: QUESTIONS REFERRED TO THZ COMMITTEE:
(a) RESTRICTIVE BUSINESS PRLCTICES
(b) LNTI-DUMPING .ND COUNTERVLILING DUTIES
(¢) FRLNCE-TUNISI.. CUSTOMS UNION
(d) THY GREEK INCREASE IN & BOUND DUTY.

E. WYNDH.M WHITE
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